Summary Dystokia caused the deaths of 8 casiraguas out of a total of 25 adult females examined post mortem from a small colony of this rodent on exhibition at the London Zoo.
The Zoological Society of London has maintained a small colony of casiraguas (Proechimys guairae), a South American echymid rodent, since 1971. The initial breeding stock was derived from a single consignment of animals caught in Venezuela and maintained under conventional laboratory conditions in the Society's Wellcome laboratories. 3 males and 3 females from this group were placed in the Charles Clore Pavilion for e~hibition. Weir (1973) , in her report on casiraguas maintained in captivity, did not encounter any problems in breeding this rodent. The number of young per litter rllnged from I to 6 and averaged 2· 7.
Since the group in the Clore Pavilion stock was established, 26 adult females have been examined post mortem and 8 of them found to contain full-term foetuses; never more than 3 foetuses were present and 3 of the females cOntllined only 1. In 7 of these cases a foetus was firmly wedged in the pelvic canal. In 6 cases the foetuses were in anterior presentation and in the 7th the foetus was in posterior presentation. It is not known whether anterior presentation is more frequently encountered in normal births in this species than posterior presentation.
In the 8th animal the foetuses did not appear to be descending the tract but there was a severe haemorrhage within the uterus, the aetiology of which was obscure. Severe intrauterine haemorrhage had also occurred in 2 of the other cases. Dystokia occurred in females of 7-28 months of age and was not associated with any other anatomical abnormality or pathological process apart from recent haemorrhage. The bodyweights and condition of the animals suggested that 3 of them were young and probably therefore primiparous.
In all the cases of dystokia each foetus appeared to be full term (gestation period 62 days), although detailed examination was hampered in most cases by autolysis of the carcase. Because of this the weights and body measurements of the foetuses were not recorded but the disposition of the foetus in the birth canal suggested that foetal oversize was probably the cause of the dystokia. On the single occasion when a foetus was weighed it was found to be 26 g. Weir (1973) reported the mean birth weight of casiraguas as 20·9 ± 0·3 g, and mentioned that occasionally there were considerable differences in size between the individuals in a litter.
Despite the deaths in this colony, the group's breeding and rearing record has been fairly good and a surplus of healthy animals is produced. Of over 50 species of rodents examined post mortem in recent years from the Clore Pavilion, this high incidence of dystokia has only been seen in the casiraguas. 
